
BLUE – GREEN 
HORIZONS: SECURING 
OUR COASTAL CITIES.

KAI TAHI, KAI ORA: WEAVING WATER INTO RESILIENT 
FUTURES FOR COASTAL ŌTAUTAHI AND BEYOND
Liam Foster | 30th June 2025
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Our Past
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Solved : Infectious diseases Created:
• Flooding

• Cities of Loneliness

• Species eradication

• Pollution

• Low resilience

• Landfills

• Take - make – waste economy

• Unaffordable rates
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Our Past
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The Challenge
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Stuff, 2023



The Opportunity

5WSP | Futures Aotearoa | June 2025

Opus, 2018

Opus, 2018

Opus, 2018



Water Weaving Exciting Futures 
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Water Weaving Exciting Futures 
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Securing our Futures: A Foresight Call 
to Action
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Securing our Futures: A Foresight Call 
to Action
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“E ngā ringa raupā o te anamata, tēnā koutou katoa. Ki te pūtake o ngā wai o te whenua, me pēhea 

tātou e whiriwhiri i ngā moemoeā mo ngā taone taha moana, kia ora ai te whenua, kia ora ai te wai, kia 

ora ai te tangata, mō ngā uri whakatupu?”

To the hands that shape the future, greetings. Considering the very source of the land's waters, how 

might we, as futures practitioners, weave our dreams for coastal cities to ensure the thriving of the 

land, the water, and the people, for generations yet to come?
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Ōtākaro Avon River Corridor Regeneration Plan, 2021

CCC, 2023
CCC, 2023

CCC, 2023



The Wero !

What if every urban waterway was treated as an ancestor, 

not a utility ? 

What if there was a 100 year vision and strategy for 

delivering this for each urban catchment ? 
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MĀ WAI E TIAKI TE WAI? 
KO TĀTOU KATOA.

WHO WILL CARE FOR THE WATER? ALL OF US

wsp.com
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